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A PICTURE-PERFECT HOME IN THE GOLD COAST HINTERLAND IS THE 
SETTING FOR MEMORABLE OCCASIONS AND FAMILY CELEBRATIONS.

E N C H A N T E D  M O M E N T S

Myriad plants and trees surround the home, 
including pencil pines, large evergreens, Juniper 

‘Spartan’ and Syzygium ‘Resilience’. Do�ed 
throughout the gardens are hydrangeas, salvias, 
gaura, native violet and juniper, with creeping fig 

and ivy among the climbers.

JUNE 2025 COUNTRY STYLE  69

Tamborine Mountain Qld HOME



CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP LEFT 
The window seat, padded with 
cushions by Decorators 
Workroom, looks out to the 
back garden; a peek out the 
oval window reveals the 
French Potager garden. The 
Lacanche Delft Blue oven 
came from France; Moda 
Domus plates on display; an 
antique tapestry hangs in the 
winter lounge; the sofa is 
covered with Sakura fabric 
by James Dunlop; dinners are 
held in the garden room; star 
jasmine scales the barn; floral 
artwork from Dusty Luxe.

HIGH SCHOOL SWEETHEARTS MICHELLE AND PAUL BATTY
have holidayed on Tamborine Mountain, just 30 minutes’ 
drive from their home on the Gold Coast, Qld, for decades. 
The main enticement was the cooler weather, with cosy 
winter nights spent curled up by a �re. The other drawcards 
were the region’s picturesque villages, lush rainforests, and 
plenitude of local wineries and produce (Tamborine means 
‘wild lime’ in the local Yugambeh language). 

“We came up so often, we eventually decided to buy. We 
wanted a house we could put our own stamp on,” says 
Michelle, 57. “I wanted to feel like I was living in the French 
countryside without having to travel – rambling gardens 
and a home filled with fresh flowers and vintage treasures.” 

Years earlier, Michelle and Paul had spotted a property 
with a European-style, high-pitched roof they coveted and 
couldn’t believe it came onto the market just as they started 
searching. “We walked up the beautiful birch tree-lined 
driveway, and despite the house being a little tired, we 
were besotted and bought it instantly,” she says. 

The couple opted to live in the house for a little while with 
their large newfypoos, Mable and Moose (newfoundland-
poodle cross), and take time getting to know the property 
before embarking on any changes. With four adult children, 
and their friends and partners, visiting often, they knew 
the home needed to function for a crowd. “My vision was 
for a house that brought us all together for all the important 
occasions. We had a son-in-law’s birthday coming up and 
planned a long lunch on the pea gravel driveway, so thought 
we’d start by sprucing up the front yard,” says Michelle. 

Adam White of Dorset Bottega was enlisted as Michelle 
had spotted him on social media and was enchanted by his 
European-inspired gardens. Phase one included installing 
a bespoke iron and stone front gate, plus a bell tower, with 
the door painted in Dulux Mr Frosty Half, a sweet pale blue. 
A shed was revamped into an entertainer’s barn, and months 
later became the wedding venue for one of their daughters. 

“We then saw some images of Adam’s own garden room,” 
says Paul, 58, “and asked him to build one for us. It was so 
impressive – we realised we’d have to refresh the entire 
house to match. So, what started as a little landscaping 
happily became a major renovation.”

The garden room is the centrepiece of the home, with 
soaring five-metre-high ceilings, recycled brick floors 
and an oversized antique French chandelier. “The room 
was really built around the chandelier,” says Michelle. “We 
wanted a romantic, light-filled space where we could drink 
Champagne and play board games.”

Elsewhere, the old carpets were replaced with creamy 
travertine for aesthetics, but also as a practical measure. 
The rich volcanic soil on the mountain meant red dirt was 
constantly traipsed in, and hard floors were a must. The 
kitchen also doubled in size and the newly built master 
bedroom sported an expansive ensuite with exquisite views. 

At this point, Tahn Scoon of Tahn Interiors was called in 
to specify interior paint colours, lighting and finishes, and 
select furniture and soft furnishings. Soft beige marble 
was chosen for the benchtops and creamy white mosaics 
for the splashback. Walls were predominantly painted >
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The garden room holds a French antique table and chairs 
sourced from Magnolia Interiors, and a grand French 
antique library from Lydie du Bray. “We host our family meals 
in this room,” says Michelle. FACING PAGE, CLOCKWISE, 
FROM TOP LEFT Michelle with darling Mabel; hats are on 
hand in the entryway; the customised Silk Chinoiserie Sepia 
wallpaper mural was made by Origin Wall; a si�ing room in 
the upstairs bedroom is furnished with Bianca Lorenne 
Cigna Olive curtains, made by Decorators Workroom.
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in Resene Alabaster, a translucent white, with the attic 
guestroom coated in calming Resene Eighth Truffle. 

“All the lighting was chosen to work back with the garden 
room chandelier, and the furniture is a mix of vintage and 
new,” says Tahn. “We favoured natural fabrics, such as linen 
curtains and slipcovers; cotton velvet bedding and cushions; 
silk cabinetry panels and antique wool rugs, but made some 
concessions such as a few strategically placed outdoor rugs, 
allowing muddy pawprints to be easily hosed off!”

Michelle and Paul are thrilled with their newly renovated 
home. “We’ve achieved our goal of having a place that 
brings everyone together, especially as our family grows. 
We’ve just welcomed our first grandchild, Clementine, 
and are planning to plant a Clementine tree for her,” says 
Michelle, “and we’re delighted to announce we have 
another grandchild on the way!” 
For more lovely homes, see homestolove.com.au

CLOCKWISE, FROM ABOVE Tea and 
croissants in bed; the tin and brass 
Martha Bath by The Water Monopoly, 
from Vogue Spas and Bathrooms, 
is paired with a Darlana lantern 
from Visual Comfort & Co; Paul and 
Michelle’s grandchildren sleep in the 
cream-coloured bedroom, which 
features a delightful duck artwork 
by Saska Scoon; the green-themed 
guestroom has Petite Climbing 
Sweet Pea wallpaper from Milton 
& King; a vintage bathroom chair, 
from Vintage Frills Antiques in 
Tamborine Mountain, adds a regal 
touch. FACING PAGE Awash with 
pre�y shades of blue, this guestroom 
features Morris & Co Wallflower 
Woad Blue and fine bed linen from 
Bianca Lorenne. A bouquet of dainty 
white flowers by the bedside 
completes the scene.
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CLOCKWISE, FROM LEFT “This spot 
is wonderful for a Champagne in 
the afternoon – it overlooks our cow 
paddock,” says Michelle; miniature 
panda-belted Galloway cows Elvis 
and Casper; Sahn Green ma� tiles, 
from Signorino, gleam in the laundry; 
“The blue garden seat was handmade 
for the property by a local skilled 
Polish craftsman, Chris Hazlarek,” 
says Michelle; a panelled bedhead 
was designed for the master suite 
and painted in Dulux Li�le Mermaid, 
a striking teal. FACING PAGE
“The belltower is used for sipping 
Champagne and birdwatching,” says 
Michelle. “The bell was cast at the 
Encat Foundry in Italy and is inscribed 
with the property name ‘Esme 
Farme�e’. The bell was rung at our 
daughter’s wedding and to celebrate 
the birth of our grandchildren.”

“I wanted to feel like I was living in 
the French countryside… rambling 

gardens and a home �lled with fresh 
�owers and vintage treasures.”
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